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tecting them from external attack and internal
disorder, and leaving them, with serene impartiality,
to push their fortunes as they please by any kind
of " private enterprise " which is not illegal. The
revolt of one party against free trade, and the
repudiation by another of the rigours of free
contract, are two expressions of the same reaction
from the individualistic and competitive orthodoxy
of the nineteenth century, State socialism has
been accepted in fact if not in name; and
there is no influential body of political thought
which definitely repudiates the principle, though
there is much controversy as to the extent and
manner of its application.

The last decade has witnessed the creation of
a new bureaucracy, with its army of inspectors,
statisticians, rate - collectors, surveyors, valuers,
and clerks. Englishmen have always distrusted
" officialism/1 and they have none of that respect
for the public functionary which prevails on the
continent of Europe. The civil servant, the
national or municipal employ^, has been regarded
rather as a necessary evil than an object of
admiration or affection. Yet the increase, both
in the numbers and in the multifarious duties, of
this hierarchy might have been, and indeed was,
anticipated.* A government which is superintend-
ing elementary and secondary education, providing
pensions for aged persons, conducting a colossal
insurance business, furnishing medical aid to the
greater part of the industrial population, sur-
veying and valuing all the landed estates of the
country, and managing labour bureaus, evidently
* See infra, p, 201.